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Adenium obesum subsp. socotranum and the Egyptian vulture. Photo by Raquel Vasconcelos, Socotra Island.
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During our visits to Socotra (2008-2019),
we confirmed occurrence of 21 species
butterflies (out of 25), and we discovered 2
additional species

H The most important threats to the fauna are
overgrazing and habitat alteration either due to
' human activity or natural catastrophes

# Invasion of foreign species may bring into
gcotra cerio hogen
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1. tru ‘agi ya‘tidano, ya‘tidano - ’in

‘égi ’'a‘hé.

2. ‘6mar: ’ah, ninhi!

3. ‘omar: ’'a?

4. ‘6mar: ’inim yi’ezin-ki?

5. ‘6mar: ye’ezin-ki? néfa‘en ‘aze.

6. - mon - néfa‘en ‘aze? ’ep! bidik!
7. ‘6mar: suwd@’, bidik. ’in kar ’ol bi-
dik!

8. sfer, sfer hag - wa yhi ba‘al.

9. ‘uqal, himi t-§ d-hi ’ize, wa d-se
hag, séher-a-s,

10. ‘uqal ’iyhe ha.

11. ‘igébe ’ize, ‘igébe hag, séher-a-s.
12. we séher-a-s ’ol ‘igib (h)i-s.

13. ’in ‘adin d-hi min ninhi,

14. we htaram (h)o-s de t-ihteram d-hi
ninhi.

15. min ’ayyamat-ulld ’imé‘e d-se
b-‘ag gédah.

16. to ’'imé‘e - bedaré d-se halaq,
17. bedake d-se hangq,

18. bedaré d-se sarwil - *$a‘al ‘aqalo.
19. ‘oméro: ya’l ‘a tqab de-hé! ber
ho ‘aryana!

20. ‘6mar: mon ta t-Sigé?

21. ‘oméro: d-(h)et ninhi!

22. d-(h)et ninhi de t-‘uqalk het ’inhe
de-ha -

23. Sége b-e té-ne.

24. ‘Oomar: suwa’!

25. ‘6mar: na‘a, fel ho-8 |-iSga-s?
26. ‘omére: na‘a, tSoge-s, tS6ge-s
’inhe -

27. teqadof mo-y hed, tegadof mo-y
hed!

28. 'um ba'd ’ol “tSége-§ - tigadof
mo-y hed “ - tahar.

29. w-ol ‘ad bileq, kise min ’ol yihé-
leb I-hi ’iléyten,

30. to kise min ’ol yehéleb I-hi
‘iléyten -

31. qoédof mo-y hed be sayre.

32. ‘6mar: hat! ’ol ‘6mark ha-k?

33. bisi d-yi’ezin-ki k-ol mére?

34. tahar w-ol ‘ad bileg - khon gissés
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A typical view of the dragon’s blood tree cloud forest, Skant, Socotra Island,
photo by Martin Cermak
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The Oral Art of Soqotra
A Collection of Island Voices
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Detwah Lagoon Nature Sanctuary, Yemen's only Ramsar Site. Tracks of motorized vehicles are visible in the sand, a sign of
disturbance (KVD, March 2021)
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Cave formations in Socotra Island. Photo by Dirk Vian Dorpe.
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